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South- East Europe on CONFINTEA VI



The Global Report on Adult Learning 
and Education – GRALE 

“As in other education sectors, teachers, facilitators and 
trainers constitute the most important quality input 
factor in adult education. 

However, in too many cases, adult educators are 
inappropriately trained, hold minimal qualifications, are 
under-paid and work in educationally unfavourable
conditions. 

50 National Reports cite the quality of adult education 
personnel as a key challenge. 

There is huge variation in entry qualifications and terms 
of employment for adult education personnel.”



Drafting Committee for BFA



1.125 
participants 
= 

144 Member 
States

signed BFA



Belém Framework for Action about 
professionalisation:

• “Fostering a culture of quality in adult learning 
requires relevant content and modes of delivery, 
learner centred needs assessment, the acquisition 
of multiple competences and knowledge, the 
professionalisation of educators...”

• “To these ends, we commit ourselves to:
... improving training, capacity-building, 

employment conditions and the 
professionalisation of adult educators, e.g. 
through the establishment of partnerships with 
higher education institutions, teacher associations 
and civil society organisations...”



Challenges for the global approach

• CONFINTEA VI as the instrument for the global 
policy and cooperation

• Complex and diverse „nature“ of the field of AE
• Differences in UN-region approches to 

profession of adult education:
– In educational level needed
– In type of preparation
– In conception

• Professionalisation often just an rhetorical issue



European development

• Professionalisation - a term is making career!
• European Commission and Grundtvig programme; 

numrous projects and researches...
• Numerous policy papers...
• Profesionals bodies and networks (e.g. ReNAdET...)
• Numerous conferencies, meetings, trainings...
• Strong competencies-based approach



Setting the standards in Europe...
Some certificates
• SVEB certificate
• WBA certificate "Certified adult educator
• Diploma to Teach in the Lifelong Learning Sector (DTLLS) -

UK

Some projects
• A good adult educator in Europe (AGADE)
• Validation of informal and non-formal psycho-pedagogical 

competencies of adult educators (VINEPAC): 
• Flexible professionalisation pathways for adult educators 

between the 6th and 7th level of EQF (Flexi-Path)
• Key competences of adult learning professionals - ALPINE
• Qualified to teach (QF2Teach) 





Wie Bildungsforschung nützlich werden kannWie Bildungsforschung nützlich werden kann

• To enhance professionalisation of adult educators 
by providing a common reference framework

• To support adult education providers in the design 
and implementation of train-the-trainer programmes

• To foster knowledge exchange and mutual 
understanding between adult educators worldwide
(„we should no longer live in what some call a ’national 
container’...” )

Aims



Wie Bildungsforschung nützlich werden kannWie Bildungsforschung nützlich werden kann

- Difficulties in creating it
• different approaches and concepts
• balance between science/theory and 

practical/applicable aspects
• not possible to make it value-free
• not possible to make it content-free

- Possibilites / difficulties for implementation...
• different starting point/entrance/context 
• different cultures in countries of application
• different values embodied in education

- Contribution to professionalisation of AE!

A cross-cultural core curriculum for the 
training of adult educators



Wie Bildungsforschung nützlich werden kannWie Bildungsforschung nützlich werden kann

• Basic qualification of teachers and trainers in adult 
education

• Corresponding to EQF level 5
• Aimed at new teachers or teachers with some 

experience but without any systematic training
• Timeframe:2011-2012:  Development of first draft

2013-2014: Practical testing and monitoring

Curriculum GlobALE



Wie Bildungsforschung nützlich werden kannWie Bildungsforschung nützlich werden kann

Co-operation  project of:
• German Institute for Adult Education (DIE)
• dvv international 
• UIL, Hamburg (tbc)

Concept:
• Modularised curriculum
• Competence orientation
• Flexibility concerning implementation and PLA
• Allow adaptation to the local needs
• Commitment to adult learning principles

Curriculum globALE                       Background





Curriculum GlobALE

Module 0: Introduction
Module 1: Approaching adult education
Module 2: Adult learning and adult teaching
Module 3: Communication and group dynamics in 
adult education
Module 4: Methods of adult education
Module 5: Planning, organisation and evaluation in 
adult education



Curri-
culum 
globALE  
–
Detailed 
Time-
frame



Wie Bildungsforschung nützlich werden kannWie Bildungsforschung nützlich werden kann

• Competencie(s)
• Recurrent subjects
• Topics
• Literature
• Notes on implementation
• Practical application and reflection
• Recommended scope

Structure of modules



Flexibility and adjustability

• 30% of CG (Curriculum GlobALE) is variable part
• It is possible to combine it with 1, 2 or more 

additional, elective modules
• The dynamic of implementation can differ
• The order of the modules can differ
• It is possible to combine it with the existing systems 

of training of professionals (via PLA etc...)



The variability and design freedom can refer to:

- Regional-geographic aspects- locally specific needs
- Target group-specific aspects 
- Topic area and subject-specific aspects
- Specific tasks in adult education
- Situation-specific aspects
- Regulation-specific aspects

Flexibility and adjustability



Wie Bildungsforschung nützlich werden kannWie Bildungsforschung nützlich werden kann

Implementation tool



http://dvv-international.de/files/curriculum_
globale_eng_final_190313.pdf

(The versions in other languages available soon...)

Where to find it:



Dr Katarina Popovic: kpopovic@f.bg.ac.rs; aes@sbb.rs

Thank you!

Hvala!


